Further studies on immunoglobulin G- and albumin-binding properties of streptococci of serological group L.
In this study, all 88 streptococci of serological group L isolated from cows, pigs, poultry and humans bound 125I-immunoglobulin G, and, in addition, 22 cultures interacted with 125I-albumin. IgG- and albumin-binding sites were solubilized from the streptococcal surface by heat extraction at an acid pH and also by mutanolysin treatment of the bacteria. Western blot analysis of these binding proteins revealed that almost identical protein bands were responsible for 125I-IgG and -albumin binding. Certain protein fractions of the cultures interacted exclusively with 125I-IgG, indicating that there are two groups of IgG receptors among streptococci of this serogroup.